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It fc. J«»*.t fuur yrai* since tin ar-saanin’s IihUH Ml short 
Uu> life »»f Martin Judin r Hint;. Jr, a* he *.ton*l on *hc bal- 
cony of a motel in Trim. 

If, as Ikrtwtd Kuaw' Han 


satd, noA'Aimitlun Is tin* ulti- 
ma I r f.imi »f c« -tr4imlt.fi, it Is 
, equally r}r»r that tin* rap- 
ture, Irial xnd |'itrnr.hin» iit of 
tlto »» > lf-«unf*".M» < *l s**miv. in 
have yi t towliwf the voire* 
aerkiruf to explain the why* 
and whcisdtm.* of the mur- 
der. 

Could a s-ntfe furltlve '■on- 
vtct like James KjiI I'ny 
have done It all a lorn ? V»m 
I t not rather a voa* | Urary UJ- 
iwtni l.y uhitr rat liti 
ajjaln t the tixw.1 rlcaf'.wnl 
aud charismatic of Mack 
traders. 


Short of anfmtlnc Ka>*» 
trial this t-Kjk «*Nitii to i.te 
to v t the matter at rr-.t Itav 
pleaded p.uiliy to the klil.ne 


an*l w*.n sentenced to M 
yrar* in p'.*-mt In a three- 
Ivnr ctmi t h» itrin^ whi.*h 
neither clti dated the clr- 
cum*vtan*es of leu* csdne nor 
•l*?» .*lm' 1 Ms motive. Wru.t 
th*- trial ta:!»*l toesf-- e fSer- 
uh| Fi .mk r.ew j4an'4 befirr 
un :n one of the moat remark- 
at.lo fonts of Jnve-’teathw 
n-pirtlm: | have ytl mail. 
tVr.trovrrsy over tfc> min- 
ti...l wdl no doubt lir.trcr on. 
js-rHaps fur y«-ni*, t. - noth- 
in; e*n litir a Die fa.'t that 
flay pleaded guilty in 0 |**n 
court an- 1 ; 'C|*tci| fjll re- 
spnoftihiUty for the murder. 

'Arnold Frank app-ani to 
have inve t. rated the entire 
*■4.* •* frum tk-» ta'cinnlr.r: ppr- 
Mliry the « i ; uraU* lift _hi*» of 


k.Hrr and vS«-flm from Innj: 
l« fmc the r rime |<> th»* mo- 
ment of tfuir fatal r«it;j<ine- 
tlun. Ttit* v.an ttl»livr!» »u>y 
to it«i l».r Ki:»r, whi*s* life 
wot. lived lui >*»'ly In the pule 
...* eve. I ?♦•»■* hln **v*rjr mcmI- 
fliJlil word ati«l movement 
krv |r- »|#turei| In eyewitness 
wet ad. 

Itav’s rendezvous with des- 
tiny w.vs titvti Uirr. Frank has 
not only explored his etitnt- 
rul diner hut al*-o Unit of 
his family, several nf whom 
have done tune I- hind Imr*. 
James Flair X Itay finer, s*x a s 
a kku-r. a j-oterthdly dam-i-r- 
ous jor.ah from society, 
fairly lecorw'ilfl In an»ar- 
anre. hu* under-educated and 
o»er*prrjt:*l‘* e*l, part leu la ily 
s|*aln>t blacks, 

• • • 

Rut what makes the biMik 
far more thun the fi.»rr 
catalogue of facts it could 
have l.ra lit other hands Is 
the subtle sene of trat'**ly 
with which Flank inve>ts 
his narral.ve. Ho oj-ens w.ih 

• broodiris f-ktme o.* Mem- 
| hbi as it was Rri|*|ir*l I./ a 

♦ ..mate of f*ar tic? firevie is 
summer. Though the r.a rue- 
less f«ar never materdt.u* *t. 


‘rnir* •!/ dM rtitko a year 
Jatrr. 

Fnnk s!«o employs a 
tr- hniqne he urrsl in ’The 
|tiv;*frfi N*ran:*iee. H namely, 
the dram.slix.it -on of the 
f.d e Iradr and theories 
wlu-t Mh-rmu.-l all fir at 
rtirm s. Tvnu.-h we know 
the fate whu-.t awaits Kim; 
and the l.liT.tUy of his k.ller, 
we i .re laUrt throurh every 
»*rji of the In*. «i.t ‘.ration In- 
t ud.m: 1hc*« up blind ad -ys, 
as thou»;h wc were fueser>t. 


tt was a ntur ter wlitch hsd 
to l»c sol vr*l —and Ml veil fo-a. 
*tne avwuwirutlon. coniine at 
It d.'t in a time of wrlous so- 
e.al unn-td. was cafsilile of 
siitimc the rojntry aflame. 
The T* arrh for the killer was 
thus one of the n«vd Inten- 
sive ever trer.rdnl. Cerol'l 
Frar.X tells us th.it tvre 
wrre days wher. 1500 a rents 
were sintuiran' ou*.ly uork- 
that numb, r erdtstnl on t,^o 
In; cn the .*as« with douldo 
murn at or* tlm* or an- 
other. 

• • * 

At times the hw* reads al- 
mett like a novel w.:h :*j 


itUlnpue. « vocative dr*-»tp- 
linns and triple rluu.tv of 
(time, hunt ami trial. K sir 
Is rh'/wn wnrryir^ over his 
plans snd prujiet*. lait; k >e. 
jivkini? nn*l arjpdrc wi*-. k is 
rollrai-tien. «s*raM*vnallv Iirs- 
ln»? lt.ro tuelaitrh'/v r» he 
fure-uis hs own *leair. In 
|ur»d« lehupters IU)‘» rr^ru* 
is followed from h.s Mi«*-rirl 
prison bir.ik In April, 
thioni'h the 41 1 «t>.*/s of free, 
slum I. vim: Off petry hnl'.nps, 
L'lrn to ntunler In Menr-P s. 
the escajs* through Ca-Ji.la 
to KmdwnJ nn-l Ms ar:eat 
there by SvdMand Yard. 

Frank mrs-ts the eonspiracy 
thi-ory he.Tl-nn F*«nt by 
|»»int he d-ruohshes the ro- 
cak>l "|«r*»’t>" tnat Kay 
rem-l as |aid n*.-:man for 
utma:n*.d wu.ie n-.c-sts. No 
ojh* ha , yr-t klect.fe.d his 
ftli-R' d eo-consimaters. If tn* 
d«ssJ they e-.er ex. *r<d. rvor 
luui th*- FJtl ever te-<n eblo 
to na*i: down live Ir.vster.rjs 
‘ tlaoui* Hay nan:*:-! as h.s 
emi-luyrr In amua*Ki.ne o;*- 
erwtiou« For Ms f-art lr.-.rk 
demon*. r rates how* easily Hay 
could have a^-trd aione n 
evi ry*ii:nc he did I_'/.e tr *-* 
of the o’te r a-**ass:r.s, Strh-.n 
«r.n Oswald. Il.iy .s i . ,nr r.av 
•froeteu* and fr.ranimWj 
and served no cause. 


lids Is Ike fourth book I 
hnve r* .«•! on the K:rw a.i«as- 
vitiation a nil bv far t- fc « tm. 
- a r.uferb reeonst ruction of 
a erur.e that Hta le-orr.e a 
l-.it! of A.uer.ran h «rory. If 
In place of Hav’a tr..n:tna’ a 
full a nd comj-lcre hear-'.* 
had t-.n tUU»i In court it 
probably would hav* un- 
fwid*s| an account very rnurh 
tike th.s. 

t'nlike the special j lead.-*; 
of wr.ters of earlier booxs 
for this or that Ihisi-v of --h* 
crime Ceroid Frank has pre- 
sented ant analysed h s mr *. 
r-a. with ..uli*-u»l imp -r*ialrv. 
t'tk.s ,v l until Jar:e* Eirl 
Jlay pj-u so-ne day to t* l 
his inn rorv under oath— 
an TinS.i.elv cor.-lncen *v — th * 
look #4v*ns to me ifestir.cd 
to remain the defm.:ive «r* 
count of :ne Martin Luther 
Kin; a*t«n«s-.na:ian. 


